








 

 

 

 

 



Infinite Ornament exhibition by Javier León Pérez at the Lee Bauwens gallery in Brussels 
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Infinite Ornament – Ornamento Infinito – is Javier León Pérez's solo exhibition that has opened 
at the Lee Bauwens gallery in Brussels, and can be visited until April 29, 2023. 
  
 

The structure of the universe influences our way of philosophizing and feeling the universe. 
 

John Barrow 
Universe as a work of art 

 
  
 
Nebula #04, pigment Japanese paper and colored Chinese ink on canvas, 120x100x15 cm. 
Nebula #04, 2023. Japanese paper, pigment and colored Chinese ink on canvas, 120x100x15 cm. Photo: 
Oscar Romero 

 
  
 
The Sevillian artist trained at the Complutense University of Madrid and the École des Beaux-
Arts in Paris, is known worldwide for his works with Japanese paper, washi, where he builds 
three-dimensional spaces related to repetition and the rhythms of nature that are intimately 
connected with meditation and personal balance. A systematic work cutting out each piece by 
hand and pasting it on the canvas to model that universe in the pleats, textures and color 
changes throughout the generated structures. 
 
  
 
Trans-Lucid, 2023. Japanese paper with layers of varnish, metal structure and light, 350x150x180 cm. 
Photo: Oscar Romero 
Trans-Lucid, 2023. Japanese paper with layers of varnish, metal structure and light, 350x150x180 cm. 
Photo: Oscar Romero 

 
  
 
In his Florescence series, the washi, with several layers of varnish added, is supported on a 
wooden structure, erecting hanging sculptural installations where paper texture, light, space 
and movement merge. As occurs in nature when we observe the growth of algae in the open 
sea, a vaporous transit is generated, allowing light to pass through certain points of its 
framework to feel the heartbeat of this organic pulsar. 
 
  
 
“Infinite Ornament”, “Wounded landscape” series. Graphite drawing on canvas, 55x45 cm 
Infinite Ornament series Wounded landscape. Graphite drawing on canvas, 55×45 cm. Photo: Oscar 
Romero 

 
  
 
 



“(…) Over the last ten years, Javier León's proposals have evolved towards volume and interior 
rhythms, becoming more protagonists in his more or less complex compositions. Generally 
directed, depending on the case, towards formal or organic architectures with great power of 
evocation. In his latest installments, the artist begins a kind of redirection and exploration of 
other ways of combining scales, energies, and psychological tensions. His compositions have 
become more encompassing, stretched and voluptuous, with a more direct and eloquent 
connection with the viewer. Color appears permeating articulated volumes, a consequence of 
highlighting formal lines of growth, but which also awakens memory, evokes, and gives 
meaning to those special constructions; ranging from the particular and fragmentary to the 
general, from the sedimentary to the biomorphic, from the articulated to the centripetal. 
Indeed, his new proposals have been, let's say, configuring and growing, expanding, in new 
"nebulae, vortices and constellations". Other times it is about filling a space with a certain 
internal value, entering what is already a monochrome magma, or acting as a “sea of petals” 
from a found structure. Which then unfolds spatially, flooding everything in a creative impetus 
to encompass space. Preferably, the artist concentrates cleanly on giving an unforeseen path to 
the energies of the target himself, carried away by a kind of "metamorphosis of the ethereal". 
In terms of successes and results, these curiously take us back to certain dreamy annotations 
and drawings due to Leonardo himself. With which Javier León seems to identify with his own 
method of observing and proceeding, by extracting structures from data extracted from the 
knowledge of the real, as when Da Vinci transcribes his imagined drawings about the Flood. A 
series of exercises in which, questioning the scale of the viewer's eye, the author turns 
relentlessly towards the swirling clouds and the wind that dominate his notes." 
 
  

 
Juan Fernandez Lacomba 

Text taken from the publication of the exhibition Metamorphosis and dances: about Javier 
León Pérez. 


